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principles of action by inferior considerations. The
Scriptures require us to love the Lord our God
with all our heart, and inform us that perfect love
casteth out fear, and yet they address our hopes
of reward and our fears of punishment ; they speak
of aheaven and a hell ; and what is still more in
point, they say,  If there be any virtue, and if
there be any praise, think on these things.”

The vital principle of piety is not left to be main-
tained in the soul by its own solitary meditation,
and communion with God. For the maintenance
of religious principle in the soul we have outward
ordinances, we form ourselves into religious socie-
ties, we make a profession of our faith, and we
unite at stated seasons for the public worship of
God ; nor is it probable that Christian principle
would survive in the world, were it not guarded and
cherished by the various means, to which I have
referred.

The pledge is to the resolution, or the principle,
of many who adopt it, what a frame is to a glass
mirror, or a casket to the jewel containing it.
The frame is nothing compared with the mirror ;
the casket is mothing compared with the jewel.
But without the frame the mirror will be broken.
Without the casket, the jewel will be lost.

Why should it be thought more inconsistent
with - self-respect and personal freedom for one to
pledge himself to abstain from that accursed thing,
whose mortal taste brings woe and death in its train,
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